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SUB J : POSSIBLE TUNISIAN EXPLORATORY WELL IN DISPUTED 
AREA OF CONTINENTAL SHELF 

REF: TUNIS 2049, 2107, 2164, AND 76 TUNIS 5339 (NOTAL) 

1 . PRESIDENT AMOR ROUROU OF ETAP (TUNISIAN STATE OIL COMPANY) 

TOLD EMBASSY OFFICER MARCH 30 THAT EXPLORATORY WELL BEING CON- 
TEMPLATED BY GOT FOR DRILLING BY NORWEGIAN SHIP WOULD BE AT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 TUNIS 02231 311651Z 

SAME SITE (KAHINA NO. 1: CORRDINATES 33 DEPGREES 51 MINUTES 
35 SECONDS N, 12 DEGREES 03 MINUTES 15 SECONDS E) IN DISPUTED 
AREA WHERE AMERICAN FIRMS WERE TO DRILL LAST SPRING 
FOR ETAP WITHIN ITS SUD OR TENT AT. DU GOLFE DE GABES PERMIT 
AREA. (SITE IS ADJACENT TO ELF-AQUITAINE LIBYA DISCOVERY WELL 
B1A-137; COORDINATES 33 DEGREES 51 MINUTES 41 SECONDS N, 12 DE- 
GREES 04 MINUTES 24 SECONDS E). ROUROU SAID.HOWEVER, THAT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NO REPEAT NO FINAL DECISION HAS BEEN MADE TO PROCEED WITH THIS 
WELL. 

2. ROUROU MADE CLEAR THAT NORWEGIAN DRILLING SHIP, WHICH HE 
SAID IS IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE BUT NOT YET IN ROUTE, WOULD ACT IN 
SERVICE CAPACITY FOR ETAP AS ODECO RIG CONTRACTED TO BUTTES’ 
WOULD HAVE DONE LAST YEAR IF ODECO HAD NOT CANCELLED OUT ON 
GROUNDS OF POLITICAL AND PHYSICAL RISK (76 TUNIS 5339). 

3. EARLIER IN DAY ANOTHER GOT OFFICIAL KNOWLEDGEABLE ON ENERGY 
DEVELOPMENTS HAD TOLD EMBASSY OFFICER THAT "VERY HIGH LEVEL” OF- 
FICIAL OF GOT HAD DECIDED THAT NORWEGIAN DRILLING VESSEL, 
BELONGING TO STROM DRILLING COMPANY, WOULD DRILL WELL ON OLD 
SITE NEAR LIBYAN BUOYS, BUT "HIGHEST POLITICAL AUTHORITY" HAD 
OVERRULED DECISION. 

4. SAME OFFICIAL SPECULATED THAT NORWEGIAN RIG NOW MIGHT BE IN- 
TENDED FOR DRILLING IN NORTHERN PORTION OF ETAP BLOCK. ROUROU 
SAID THIS WAS NOT THE CASE AND REASSURED EMBASSY OFFICER THAT 
NORWEGIAN CONTRACT DRILLING FOR ETAP AT SITE NEAR LIBYAN BUOYS 
-IF IT IS CARRIED OUT- WOULD IN NO WAY JEOPARDIZE BUTTES' PO- 
TENTIAL INTEREST IN JOINT VENTURE WITH ETAP IN NORTHERN POR- 
TION OF BLOCK. LATTER AREA, HE OBSERVED, APPEARED SAFELY WITHIN 
UNDISPUTED TUNISIAN TERRITORY. (BUTTES' OFFICIALS INCLUDING 
VICE-PRESIDENT WILLIAM BASSINGER ARE EXPECTED IN TUNIS THIS 
WEEK AND ROUROU SAID POSSIBLE ACTIVITY IN NORTHERN PORTION OF 
BLOCK IS ONE ITEM ON AGENDA FOR THEIR DISCUSSIONS WITH EATP. 

5. BOTH ROUROU AND OTHER OFFICIAL EMPHASIZED THAT QUESTION OF 
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DRILLING IN ETAP BLOCK WAS MATTER OF HIGH GOVERNMENT POLICY. 
ROUROU ACKNOWLEDGED THAT, OUTSIDE OF ETAP BLOCK WHERE 
GOT CAN DICTATE EXPLORATION DECISIONS, GOT IS PRESSING PRIVATE 
HOLDERS OF PERMITS TO INCREASE ACTIVITY NEAR DISPUTED BOUNDARY. 
HE SAID GOT HAD BEEN PARTICULARLY DISAPPOINTED AT LOW-LEVEL OF 
ACTIVITY BY SEPEG GROUP (ELF- AQUITAINE) IN ITS GOLFE DE GABES 
ORIENT ALE PERMIT AREA AND MIGHT LOP OFF MORE SOUTHERLY PORTION 
OF AREA FOR DIRECT OPERATION BY ETAP IF SEPEG IS UNWILLING TO 
WORK THERE. 

6. COMMENT: REMARKS OF TUNISIAN OIL MEN, TOGETHER WITH THOSE 
OF TOTAL OFFICIAL (TUNIS 2164), PERSUADE US THAT LOCATION OF 
PROSPECTIVE WELL MENTIONED MARCH 25 BY DEFENSE MINISTER FARHAT 
WOULD BE IN ETAP AREA ROUGHLY 30 MAUTICAL MILES WEST SOUTHWEST 
(RATHER THAN DUE NORTH) OF POSITION OF SCARAB EO IV. 

MULCAHY 
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